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Hi, furiends! I first want to quickly review a few summer to fall transition 
tips. As the dog days of summer slowly fade away and the crisp fall air rolls 
in, your dog may experience a boost of energy. So, be sure to provide them 
with plenty of activities to help burn it off! It's also a well-known fact that 
dogs start to shed their light summer coat for a thicker winterized one. This 
makes it essential to brush your dogs' fur on a daily basis to help eliminate 
excess fur and prevent matting. Lastly, if there are kids in your home 
headed back to school, don’t leave your pup feeling neglected. Not only so 
you don’t come back to a less than tidy home but because they deserve the 
reassurance and attention! If things get too busy be sure to contact us, your 
furbaby is guaranteed to thank you! 

Warning About Blue-Green Algae 

Are you ending the summer 
with a last minute trip to 
the lake? Is so, you should 
definitely include your pup 
in on the action but keep 
your eyes peeled for 
blue-green algae! Blue 
green algae grows on the 
top of lakes during the 
summer months and can 
actually be deadly to your 
dog!  

Contrary to popular belief blue green algae isn’t technically an algae, it’s actually a phylum of bacteria 
that grows on the surface of lakes, rivers and other bodies of water. Lately, local newspapers and news 
sites have been littered with stories of dogs dying from this toxic bacteria.   

In the event that your pet does ingest toxic algae, the first symptoms usually occur almost immediately 
after swimming.  These symptoms include heavy vomiting, foaming at the mouth and paralysis. Your dog 
may stumble and be unable to walk normally, have muscle twitches and have blood in their urine.  

https://www.profpetsit.com/blog/dog-enrichment-games/
https://www.profpetsit.com/blog/shedding-solutions/
https://www.profpetsit.com/blog/teacher-packages-dog-walking-mid-day-let/
mailto:Profpetsit@aol.com


You can easily avoid this by learning to spot this deadly bacteria in the water. It will appear as a layer of 
bluish green algae on the surface of the water with white foaming edges. If you notice this in any body of 
water keep Fido out of the water. 
 

 
THIS MONTH’S 
TOP STORIES 

3 Signs of a Happy Cat 

 

Everyone says dogs are man’s best friend. 
They’re loyal, obedient, and it’s easy to tell when 
a dog is feeling affectionate. For cats, reading 
their body language can be a bit trickier. But 
your cat is every bit as affectionate and loyal as a 
dog. They just show it a little differently. Here 
are 3 signs your cat is very happy with his life, 
and his family! 

Vocalization 

Did you know cats trained humans? Wild cats 
and feral cats make very different noises than 
domestic cats. The sounds we’re used to 
associating with cats was supposedly designed to 
mimic human babies. That would make us more 
willing to feed and care for the cats! Mission 
accomplished since cats meows are definitely 
irresistible. In fact, the more vocal your cat is, 
the more likely he feels happy and secure. 

Showing Cat Affection 

A slow blink is like a cat blowing a kiss. Try this: if 
your cat is across the room, watch his face. If he 
turns towards you and blinks both eyes slowly, 
that’s a sign he’s feeling very relaxed and 
affectionate. Blinking back is a reciprocation of 
his affection. He may also rub up against you to 
release oils from the gland in his head, and 
“claim” you as his own, or start kneading on your 
arm, or a blanket or sweater that belongs to you, 
just like he would have done with his mother as a 
tiny kitten, to get milk flowing! 

He’s Healthy 

Cats are extremely sensitive to stress. If he’s 
eating well, and his fur is healthy, chances are 
he’s a happy cat. Upset stomachs, patches of 
baldness, and under-grooming are all signs of 
discomfort. 

Cats are a great addition to the home. And 
though they have a reputation for independence, 
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they’re as loyal and affectionate a pet as you 
could want. Once you learn the signals, of 
course! 

 

 

Tips for Working with a Reputable Breeder 
 
Finding the right pet for your family is no easy task. You want an animal with a temperament and 
personality that fits well with your family. Shelters are full of animals given up after only a few weeks or 
months because they didn't realize how much work is involved in a family pet. Shelters and pet rescues 
are excellent places to go looking for your perfect family pet. After all, your not only getting a pet for 
yourself but also saving two lives- the pet your rescue and the one that can then take their place. 
However, there are times when you may not find your dream pet. When that happens you might consider 
going to a breeder. But how do you tell a safe, conscientious breeder from an irresponsible one? These 
three tips will help you with making your choice 

 
Get A Referral 
 
A good place to start is to ask your local veterinarian for 
referrals. Vets often have relationships with quality breeders. If 
you have friends or neighbors with pets ask them where they 
got them, and if it was through a breeder ask them if they were 
happy with the experience. Most people love to talk about the 
positive experience of adding a pet to their family, and they're 
sure to be a big help. 
 
Ask To See The Facilities 
 
Once you have a breeder in mind, seeing the home can help 
reassure you these breeders are not running a puppy mill or 
overbreeding essentially feral cats. And it will also give you a  
better idea of what you can expect if you can meet one or both 

of the parents. Most reputable breeders are fine with you visiting the facilities and welcome you asking 
questions. 
 
Come Prepared 
 
Finally, you should come prepared to ask questions of your own. Be sure to ask about health 
complications related to the breed and genetic concerns. Ask what the cost of the dog will pay for and if 
the breeder is taking care of their first round of shots. Many breeders will ask that you signed an 
agreement to spay or neuter the pet so be prepared for that. Ask when you can expect to take your 
choice home with you. Never, ever take a pet younger than 12 weeks. 
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Bringing home a new pet is an exciting time. Working with a breeder can be tough, especially if you’re not 
sure what to look for. These tips can help you separate the trustworthy breeders from those who are less 
scrupulous, and help you find the right fit for your family. 
   

 

4 Best Pet Photographers on Instagram 
1. Alicja Zmysłowska/https://www.instagram.com/alicjazmyslowska/ 

 

2. Kaylee Greer/https://www.instagram.com/dogbreathphotography/ 

 

 

3. Craig Bullock/https://www.instagram.com/furtographynz/ 
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4. Ruthless Photos/https://www.instagram.com/ruthlessphotos/ 
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