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One Common Kitty Behavior Explained 

Cats are famous for sending one very    

common mixed message. Fluffy jumps into 

your lap or rubs against you. She’s purring 

and looking at you with adoring eyes. You 

begin stroking her soft fur, and suddenly she 

lashes out with her paw or sinks her sharp 

teeth into you.  

This is known in feline behaviorist lingo as 

petting-induced aggression and it usually 

occurs when your cat has decided she’s had 

enough handling. Some kitties seem to have 

a very limited tolerance threshold for being 

touched by human hands.  

If your cat gets over-stimulated from petting 

or her “I’ve had enough” body language   

signals aren’t apparent to you, she may lash 

out to make you stop. Don’t take it           

personally ~ it’s just something cats do!  

Halloween History ~ Black Cats 

Black cats have long served as objects of superstition, making them     

especially popular on Halloween. In Medieval France and Spain, black 

cats were considered bringers of bad luck and curses to any human they 

came near, and were associated with witchcraft. Many Medieval         

Germans believed themselves to be cursed if a black cat crossed their 

path from left to right. Black cats, however, have also served as symbols 

of good luck in numerous cultures. In the British Islands, black cats are 

often believed to bring affluence to any house they occupied. In Japan, 

they are considered to bring good luck, and in Ancient Egypt, black 

cats were worshipped as sacred.  

Keep  Your Pets Safe 

This Halloween! 

  Reduce noise: cover 

your doorbell so it’s not 

ding-donging all night 

and turn on some mellow  

music or animal-friendly 

TV to drown-out the    

outdoor noise.  

  Get your pet tired out 

long before the trick-or-

treating begins. Sleepy 

pets are less stressed.  

  Make sure your pet’s 

ID tag and/or microchip 

info is up-to-date.  

  Keep the candy stash 

out of paw’s reach! 
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Your Dog’s Frequent Head Shaking  

With no fingers and thumbs to massage their own ears when something’s 

bothering them, shaking his head is simply the next best thing for your 

dog.  

If you notice your dog shaking his head more than usual, it may be due to 

one of the following culprits:  

Otitis is an inflammation of the external ear canal. While ear mites, 

wax plugs, grass seed and other factors can cause the behavior, in most 

cases, there’s an underlying allergy at work.  

Once the ear canal is inflamed, bacteria and yeast can invade the area 

because moist, dark places are exactly where they like to hang out.  

In addition to head shaking, dogs with otitis may have red and swollen 

ears. Your dog may moan with relief when you rub his ears, or yelp in pain 

from a light touch.  

Ear Vasculitis is an inflammation of the vessels in the ear flap.  

It’s believed the condition is caused by an immune disorder, frostbite or fly 

bites, but other environmental factors may also be partly to blame.  

The problem usually starts with a thickening of the outside margins of the 

ears, which eventually become ulcerated and crust over. Dogs with these 

lesions may shake their heads, causing the scabs to break open and 

bleed.  

Ear Hematomas Sometimes all that head shaking can actually create 

problems. When tender ears slap against the hard skull, blood vessels 

can break open, forming a pocket of blood known as a hematoma. This 

firm lump just under the skin will often lead to more head shaking.  

If your dog is shaking his head more than usual, make an appointment to 

see your vet. With the correct diagnosis, proper treatment to relieve the 

irritation can be provided, which may require your pet to wear an          

Elizabethan collar for a week or two.  
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Did You Know...? 

The invention of clay cat litter came about 

by accident. In 1948, Kay Draper went into 

her  local sawmill to pick up some sawdust 

for her cat's litter tray. She had been using 

ash, but was fed up with it being tracked all 

over her house.  Ed Lowe, the son of the 

sawmill owner, offered her some clay known 

as Fullers Earth, which was used to absorb 

grease. Ed realized he was onto  something 

and started marketing the product in pet 

shops and at cat shows. It took a while to 

take off, but eventually it became a multi-   

million dollar business.   

Carrots are perfectly safe 

for your dog to consume. 

In moderation, carrots are 

a great treat to keep 

around the house for your 

dog and they provide an 

astonishing amount of    

nutritional benefits, such as          

supporting dental, eye, 

skin and coat health. And 

since there’s only four   

calories per baby carrot, 

they make a perfect 

healthy treat! 

Natural Constipation Reliever for Your Pet  

Digestion can get a bit tricky for our pets at times, especially seniors. If 

your canine or kitty friend is more mellow than usual and appears to be    

straining when relieving himself, then constipation may be the problem. 

Simply add canned pumpkin (plentiful this time of year!) or diced prunes 

to his food to help get things moving again. Note: Prune pits are toxic to 

animals so be sure they are pit-free.  

Let Them Eat Carrots! 

Halloween History ~ Did You Know…? 

"Werewolves" in history may actually have been people suffering from  

rabies or psychosis. Also, people may have eaten hallucinogenic plants 

that made them see werewolves or even believe they had turned into a 

wolf. In fact, a common grain used in breads during the Middle Ages was 

later discovered to be hallucinogenic.   
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Herbal Remedies are Not Always Safe for Pets 

Herbal supplements have become increasingly popular with people as 

remedies for themselves as well as their pets, but it’s very important to 

know what potential side effects each may cause. “Alternative” and 

“herbal” do not always mean “harmless.” Many supplements can          

potentially cause severe side effects. Here are some examples:  

Ginkgo affects the blood's ability to clot.  

Garlic in high doses can cause anemia in cats. It may also increase 

bleeding tendencies, so it should not be used in animals who are going to 

undergo surgery. 

Kelp may have an adverse effect in animals with autoimmune      

thyroid disease. 

Psyllium and fiber, which are used to treat simple constipation, can 

cause adverse effects if there is obstruction of the bowel. 

Echinacea should not be used in pets with immune system disorders 

such as lymphoma, autoimmune disease or suppressed immune        

systems. 

Melatonin affects the central nervous system and can interfere with 

other drugs. It should not be given to animals with heart, kidney or liver 

disease; immunosuppression; or a history of anxiety or seizures. 

If you are thinking about giving a nutraceutical or herbal supplement to 

your pet, discuss it first with your veterinarian. If your pet is already on 

one of these therapies, inform your veterinarian.  

Did You Know…?  

A dog’s nose has about four times as many 

scent cells as a cat’s and 14 times more than a 

human’s. That’s why dogs are often used to 

track down illegal drugs and missing persons.  


