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Should You Take In a Stray Kitten? 

“Kitten season” is upon us (April - October). During this time of year,    

shelters across the country are overwhelmed with cats and kittens, in part 

because, in this country alone, feral cats number in the tens of millions, 

and thousands of kittens are born each day.  

During kitten season, it’s not unusual to encounter a what appears to be 

a motherless nest of kittens or single kitten. Keep in mind, the mother cat 

may only be away temporarily, so it’s important to wait for several hours 

to see if she returns to her litter. If the mother cat returns and seems 

friendly or at least approachable, you can take her and her litter indoors. 

The best location to shelter a semi-feral or socialized mother and kittens 

in your home is in a small room in a quiet area. However, if mom is feral 

(wild) and the area is relatively safe, leave the kittens where they are and 

let her care for them. 

If the mother cat doesn’t return to her litter, you should step in and rescue 

them, or chances are they won’t survive. If you can find a nursing mother 

cat through a local vet, shelter or other organization, she might be willing 

to take over duties with the orphaned kitten(s) in addition to her own. If 

you want to try to care for the newborn kitten(s) yourself, please           

understand it will be a tremendous commitment of your time and energy 

for several weeks, depending on the kitty’s age, as well as a commitment 

to either place them in homes once they are weaned, or keep them as 

your own forever pets. 

Feral Cat Facts 

 Feral cats are the same species as domesticated cats, and have lived 
alongside humans for more than 10,000 years.   

 Ferals often live in groups, called colonies, and take refuge wherever 
humans are scarce and food is plentiful. They are extremely self-
sufficient, knowing how to keep warm in winter months and cool during 
the summer heat.  



  
  

Professional Pet Sitting, Etc. 

NEWS letter    June 2016 

What Your Dog Craves Most 

A recently published study confirms 

what dog lovers have known forever 

-- dogs love to be petted and most 

can’t get enough of it! 

Researchers observed both shelter 

and family dogs in an experiment 

that had the dogs choose whether to 

spend time with a person who gave 

them vocal praise or a person who 

petted them. Without exception, the 

dogs chose to hang out with the  

people doing the petting, even when 

the person praising them was their 

owner, and the petting person was a 

stranger 

These study results suggest that 

dogs’ preference for petting as     

positive reinforcement is a natural  

response, whereas the use of praise 

to reinforce desirable behavior is 

more effective when paired with an 

additional incentive like food or     

petting. 

Aging Signs in Pets 

Here are a few things to consider 

as your precious pet reaches his or 

her senior years: 

As dogs age, they are prone to  

thyroid issues, which can cause 

hair loss. Cataracts, cloudy eyes 

and hearing loss also are common, 

along with longer naps. And, yes, 

some dogs become a bit senile, 

but medications can help. 

Not surprisingly, cats are much  

better at hiding health issues. If 

your cat isn’t as active or misses 

more jumps than it lands, arthritis 

rather than clumsiness may be the 

cause. You also may notice that 

the cat has changed its gait.  

For both cats and dogs, a vet’s  

thorough exam - complete with 

blood work, a dental cleaning and 

heart scan - can help determine 

more serious problems that may be 

related to aging. 

Did You Know… 

 Pet lovers are guardians to nearly 100 million dogs and cats in the 

US, and spend about $35 billion on their furry friends each year.   

 94% of pet owners say their animal pal makes them smile more than 

once a day.  
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Adopting a Healthy Pet 

According to the ASPCA, 2.7 million animals 
are adopted from shelters each year. Here 
are five questions you should ask shelter and 
rescue workers to make sure the new family 
member you’re taking home is a healthy one: 

1. What type of behavioral assessments 
are done? Many reputable shelters and    

rescues set a high bar for assessing an animal’s behavior. They may 
judge dogs by how well they respond to other dogs, cats and children, for 
example. Ask how the pet behaved at the shelter, and ask what behaviors 
you can expect once you get your new dog or cat home. 

2. What type of medical evaluations or vaccinations have been 
done? For example, many shelters require quarantine for puppies to 
make sure they aren’t carrying parvo. Shelters may also vaccinate        
animals. If an animal has a medical condition, ask what kind of treatment 
is needed and how much it costs. 

3. How did the animal arrive at the shelter? Was she a stray? Given up 
by a previous owner? And if so, why? Ask how long the pet has been at 
the shelter. These questions can contribute to a greater understanding of 
an animal’s behavioral and medical history. 

4. What is the shelter's spay/neuter policy? Most shelters and rescues 
have a spay/neuter policy to make sure more unwanted pets aren’t 
brought into the world. However, policies vary in that some shelters spay/
neuter before the animal is put up for adoption, and others require the 
surgery to be completed within a certain timeframe after the pet goes 
home.  

5. What if my pet gets sick after I take her home? Many shelters and 
rescues offer to take a pet back and provide a full refund if she gets sick 
within a certain number of days of the adoption. However, returning a pet 
after all involved have become emotionally attached is hard to do. Ask if 
the shelter will take on some of the veterinarian costs if this happens. 
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Six Things You Didn’t Know About Cat Whiskers 

Of all the enchanting features of     

felines, few are as fascinating 

as their impressive whiskers. 

1. The word “whisker” dates to 

around 1600 and was originally 

a playful formation from the  

Middle English word “wisker,” 

meaning     anything that whisks 

or sweeps. Your cat’s whiskers 

are like little brooms! 

2. Unlike human hair, whiskers are deeply embedded and connected to 

the nervous system. The whisker tips are equipped with sensory organs 

called proprioceptors that help the cat determine an object’s distance,    

direction and even surface texture.  

3. If a cat is required to use a narrow food or water bowl, the pressure to 

his sensitive parts can cause what is known as “whisker stress” (yes, 

that’s a thing). If your cat scoops food out with a paw or knocks food on 

the floor to eat, consider using a wider bowl. 

4. Whiskers often indicate mood. Pulled back against the cheeks can 

mean kitty is scared or angry; relaxed whiskers mean a relaxed and     

happy cat. Whiskers pointed out front and tense generally mean the cat is 

feeling aggressive or is in hunting mode; the cat may also be curious if it 

is taking a reading of the environment.  

5. A cat’s whiskers correspond to the width of his body; he uses them to 

know whether or not he can fit through narrow spaces – in general, the 

chubbier a cat, the wider his whiskers.  

6. Whiskers do shed, but don’t worry. They grow back on their own,        

allowing the natural cycle of accomplishment and cuteness to continue.  


